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Introduction

The Wyoming State Capitol was added to the National Register of Historic 
Places on January 29, 1973, and was later designated as a National Historic 
Landmark on May 4, 1987. Though the Capitol has received the highest 
national historic designation, the Capitol is not listed as a Wyoming state 
historic site. Each designation has a distinct purpose and level of significance.

•	 	The National Register of Historic Places is the United States 
government’s official list of districts, sites, buildings, structures and 
objects identified as worthy of preservation.  The National Register is 
administered by the National Park Service, a division of the Department 
of the Interior. Having a property listed in the National Register does 
not eliminate or restrict property rights of individual owners.  Projects 
involving federal or state permits, licenses or funding are reviewed 
for their potential effects on significant historic properties.  National 
Register designation could make its owners eligible for federal and state 
tax credits for expenses incurred rehabilitating an income-producing 
property.  

•	 A National Historic Landmark [NHL] is a historic building, site, structure, 
object, or district that represents an outstanding aspect of American 
history and culture. Of over 85,000 properties on the National Register 
of Historic Places, approximately 2,500 properties are designated 
National Historic Landmarks. NHL’s are designed by the United States 
Secretary of the Interior because they have one or more of the following 
characteristics:

a.	 A property with the strongest association with a turning point or 
significant event in our nation’s history.

b.	 The best location to tell the story of an individual who played a 
significant role in the history of our nation. 

c.	 An exceptional representation of a particular building or engineering 
method, technique, or building type in the country

d.	 The potential to yield new and innovative information about the past 
through archeology.

As a NHL, the Wyoming State Capitol is eligible for a number of public and 
private grants and federal tax incentives for easements and rehabilitation. 
Another benefit of having a NHL listing is that the building is subject to the 
Section 106 Review process, which requires that all development projects 
or other actions funded, licensed, or initiated by Federal agencies are 
thoroughly reviewed. The review may result in modifications to the project 
to avoid, minimize, or mitigate possible harm to the historic property.

Both the National Register of Historic Places nomination form [completed 
in 1972] and the National Historic Landmark Nomination Form [completed 
in 1987] are included as part of Appendix E.
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Figure E-1.  Wyoming State Capitol Exterior During the Phase II Construction. Ca. 1889.
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